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THE LAST WORD
Welcome New & Returning
Students

Red Deer Public Schools International Program recently welcomed
many new students to our program. We are currently servicing
students from Australia, Austria, Brazil, China, Germany, Honduras,
Japan, Korea, Mexico, Nepal, Thailand and Venezuela.
Welcome to Canada!

REMINDER
“Come Back Sessions”
HHHS—November 14 @ 3:45 pm and LTCHS—November 15 @ 3:30 pm
Don’t miss it! We have a small gift for each of you.
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Our Staff
Rob Porkka is the Director and
founder of Red Deer Public Schools
International Student Program. Mr.
Porkka, who was born in Red Deer,
speaks five languages to various
degrees and has worked overseas in Germany and the
Netherlands for a five year period. Mr. Porkka has been
a teacher and administrator in Red Deer Public Schools
for over 30 years.
rporkka@rdpsd.ab.ca 403-342-3726

Ashley Guenther, Homestay Coordinator, was born and raised in Calgary, Alberta and has lived in Red Deer for the
past nine years. She has two young children and is currently a host family, as
well. Ashley enjoys volunteering in her
children’s school, and enjoys a variety of outdoor activities. Ashley is looking forward to learning more about
the many different cultures and traditions of the International Students.
homestay@rdpsd.ab.ca 403-742-5562 Ext. 2038

Lisa Loeppky is the Administrative
Assistant to the Director of International
Services. She grew up in Red Deer, is
married and has 3 children who currently attend school in the district. She
loves to travel and was a flight attendant for many years.
Lisa spends her free time volunteering in the community, skiing, dancing and driving her kids to their many
activities. She is enjoying meeting students from many
different cultures.
lloeppky@rdpsd.ab.ca 403-357-3990

Gaylene Mackay is the ESL Curriculum
Coordinator. Mrs. Mackay works in International Education in the afternoons and as
an ESL teacher at LTCHS in the mornings.
She was born in Prince George, British Columbia and has lived in Central Alberta for
the past 11 years. She taught in Japan for 2 years and has
taught Japanese at LTCHS. In her free time she enjoys
camping, reading and spending time with her nieces and
nephews.
gmackay@rdpsd.ab.ca 403-342-3729

Henri Golczyk is the new Curriculum
Leader for Second Languages/French
Immersion/FSL. He was born and raised
in France and has lived in Canada since
1992. Henri and his wife Laura have 3
children who have all attended Red Deer Public
Schools. Henri enjoys biking, running and cross country skiing with his family in his free time. He has especially enjoyed getting to know the new International
students in our program this year.
hgolczyk@rdpsd.ab.ca 403-342-3729

Matheus and Fabio
Proof that we welcome
International Students of all
shapes and sizes
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Homestay Corner

Homestay Notes and Reminders
Host Family Orientation Night—Nov 22
Fabio and
his host
brother
Clayton
playing
basketball

We will be having a Host Family Orientation Night on November 22, 2012 for all host parents who are part of the Red
Deer Public Schools Homestay Program. It will be held at
the Red Deer Catholic Schools Central Office at 7:00 pm.
During the evening, valuable information will be shared
that will be useful for new and old host families alike. All
host parents are encouraged to attend (without students).
Some of the topics that will be covered are: curfews, food,
chores, sleepovers, travel policy, etc. Representatives from
Ingle International will also be in attendance to answer any
questions regarding student medical insurance.
This is a great opportunity to meet some other host families
and to ask questions. If you have any specific questions you
would like answered, please send Ashley an email before
hand so that she can have answers for you that evening.
Ashely Guenther

homestay@rdpsd.ab.ca

Getting Involved
Getting students involved in activities can sometimes be
difficult. We have all heard or used the phrase, “Walk the
Talk.” In business it translates as “putting into action what
you advocate in words.” For Host Families “Walk the Talk”
means moving beyond the token statement, “ Yes, we want
to have a good year with our student,” to actively doing all
that you can to make sure things turn out that way. One host
father expresses it this way.
About six weeks into the hosting experience you realize, hey,
if we want our international student to really understand our
lifestyle, we’ve got to make it understandable. And, if we
really want this person to be important to us, we’ve got to talk
about the things that we actually do consider important.
You just come to a dead end and realize you can’t continue
on as before. You have to turn the corner and say, I’m going
to do whatever it takes to make this a real – life, person to
person adventure.

Vitor and host family in Banff

Maria and host sister at
tennis courts

Explain what it means to participate in activities or someone else’s life style. Although you want your student to try
living like a Canadian, you are not asking them to renounce their own culture and in effect become
“Canadianized.” Point out that involvement means (1) Experimenting with and sampling Canadian ways of doing
things and (2) Learning the rules and skills necessary to
participate in your family and Canadian Culture as full as
possible.
Excerpt from: Host Family Survival Kit
A Guide for American host families second addition pages
99- 100, 109
Nancy King and Ken Huff
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How Courageous!! - A Host Parent’s Perspective
Imagine yourself, at age 16, packing your bags to go to a
new country, immersed into a new language, to be leaving
your family for 6 months or more, to arrive and adapt to a
new family, be surrounded by strangers, different food,
and snow! Wow!! And so, empathy is pretty important.
When we began being a host family, I was concerned
about how different my home was compared to what these
children normally experience. Yes, you'll have to clean
your own bathroom, do your laundry and pack a lunch. Our
student from Mexico last year, told us along the way that
she now really appreciates the hired help at home. I love
hearing their stories at the dinner table. Our student this
year happily packed her swimsuit and towel one afternoon
to meet friends...."to do pool". About an hour later she texted to tell me that they were using a long stick to hit balls!!
No swimsuit required!

and hosted birthday gatherings. Looking back, we made
the biggest difference when she wasn't feeling well or experienced an injury. When they miss their family most is in
a time of need and we need to be there for them. Our
greatest gift is our time. In return, our family became bigger. We were invited to travel to Mexico last summer to
meet and spend time with our student's family. The tables
were turned. We were the strangers immersed in a new
culture and climate. To meet your student's family in person is a very humbling, beautiful experience. We had
shared their child for a whole school year! You just never
know what the ripple effect of your kindness will bring!
We're glad to be a host family again!
Joyce Matthys

International students have opened the world to my daughter. Being able to go skating with friends from Brazil, Mexico, Germany and Japan all in one afternoon, to learn a few
words in another language, to be a part of their first
Thanksgiving dinner, first Halloween carving of pumpkins,
first live theatre attendance, first time baking cookies....to
see what we take for granted, through new eyes.
Last year we communicated frequently with our student's
parents. They were so grateful for the TLC we extended
towards their daughter. We took her to her soccer practices and cheered her on, invited her friends for sleepovers

Joyce with Maria and her family in Mexico

“Learning a foreign language not only reveals
how other societies think and feel, what they
have experienced and value and how they express themselves, it also provides a cultural
mirror in which we can more clearly see our
own society.”
Joyce’s daughter, Carol with Maria and her family in
Mexico

Former Chancellor, Univ. of Alaska
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Jack, Isabel, Katsura, Willian,
Vicks, Ximena, Christopher
and Jerry playing pool “hitting
balls with long sticks”.

Jerry playing pool

Lucas, Ingrid, Aleksandro and Eline

Julia,
Katsura
and Quang

Carlos Guilherme, Wellington
and Caio near stream in Banff

Christopher jumping into the outdoor pool on a
warm fall day
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Agent Corner

Prices for 2012-2013
All fees are in Canadian Dollars
Tuition Fees
Full Year
One Semester (Half Year)
$10 400
$5 200
Application Fee (non-refundable)
$200
$200
Homestay Placement Fee
$500
$500
Medical Insurance
$640
$390
PLEASE NOTE: Monthly Homestay: $730. For additional
nights, please add $25 per day. Homestay fees include all
meals.

Homestay Applications
The STUDENT should provide the following if homestay is
required:
Complete a homestay application form
Include an attached letter of introduction to host family
Include photos of the student in a variety of settings with
family and/or friends

Reminder
Complete, detailed applications ensure fast and accurate processing.
Student Applications should include the following:
A complete and accurate RDPSD student application
Certified copy of birth certificate and passport
Letter of intent stating why student wishes to study
in Canada and long-term academic goals
If homestay is required, a completed Homestay
information form
Two references (recommendation letters) with full
names and telephone numbers
Transcript of marks for past two years
Two recent photographs
View an example of a complete application at:
http://internationalservices.rdpsd.ab.ca/docs/library/E
xample%20of%20complete%20application%20packag
e%20.pdf

REMEMBER - a detailed homestay application with extra
details helps to better match students with host families.
The PURPOSE of the homestay application is to help present
the student to the potential host families.

Payment Method #2

Well presented and organized portfolios give a better first
impression to potential host families.

If you cannot use the StudentPay system from your country,
you can transfer to our bank directly.

HOW TO PAY FEES:

Contact a local bank in your country and provide them
with the banking information given here. They will deposit
the money for you to our bank account, in trust. Services
and transfer fees will apply.

Payment Method #1—Preferred Method
Payment of funds from outside Canada can be made using
Custom House* StudentPay.
StudentPay is available in various languages to assist you
with your transfer and provide you with bank details from
over 25 countries worldwide, so you can directly transfer
funds from bank accounts in your own country.
StudentPay offers excellent exchange rates and helps avoid
some or all bank service charges.
Since 1992, Custom House has provided foreign exchange
solutions to businesses and individuals around the world.
Custom House StudentPay is a safe and secure method of
paying invoices to Red Deer School Board.
For complete instructions on how to use this new method,
please go to the following link:
www.rdpsd.ab.ca/internationalservices/bank

Account Holder:
Red Deer Public School Board
Bank Name:
Servus Credit Union (Credit Union Central of Canada)
Bank Address:
#400-6730 Taylor Drive
Red Deer, Alberta
Canada
T4P 1K4
Telephone number :
(country code) +403-347-0731
Account Information:
Account Number: 4517280
Transit Number: 11629
Bank Number: 899
Swift Code: CUCXCATTCAL
Visa, MasterCard, Amex as well as bank transfers and travelers’ cheques are accepted.
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Brazilian students/Canadian Visas

Homestay and Insurance
NOTICE:

Canadian Government Offices in Brazil:
Consulate General of Canada—Sao Paulo
Visa Section
Centro Empresarial Nacoes Unidas—Torre Norte
Avenida Nacoes Unidas, 12901, 16th floor
Sao Paulo
04578-000, Brazil

ALL students in our homestay program must use our insurance provider.
For details about our provider and a list of providers with
direct billing, go to the website at:
www.ingleinternational.com/rdpsd and follow the links.

Telephone: 55 (11) 5509-4321
Email: Saopaulo-im-enquiry@international.gc.ca
Embassy of Canada—Brasilia
Setor de Embaixadas Sul, Avenida das Nações, Quadra
803, Lote 16, 70410-900 Brasília, D.F., Brazil
Postal Address: P.O. Box 216
Brasilia, D.F.
70359-970, Brazil
Telephone: 55 (61) 3424-5400
Email: brsla@international.gc.ca

Red Deer Public
Schools
Superintendent
at Agent Fair in
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Check out our Facebook Page
In addition to our Facebook Group:
“Red Deer Public Schools International Student Alumni”
where students can connect and share photos.

Mexican students/Canadian Visas
Mexican students who need Canadian Visas, you can now
apply for a visa to travel to Canada at three new Canada
Visa Application Centres.
Centro de Solicitud de Visas—Ciudad de México
Sófocles 127
Miguel Hidalgo
C.P. 11591, D.F. México
Horario de Atención: 9:00 a.m a 6:00 p.m., lunes a viernes
Número de Teléfono: (55) 4780-5200
Dirección de Email: VACSupport@CICMEX.com.mx
Centro de Solicitud de Visas—Monterrey
Avenida Hidalgo 400 Poniente (esquina Rayón)
Colonia Centro
C.P. 64000, Monterrey, Nuevo León
Horario de Atención: 9:00 a.m. a 6:00 p.m., lunes a viernes
Número de Teléfono: (81) 1642-1942
Dirección de Email: VACSupportmty@CICMEX.com.mx
Centro de Solicitud de Visas—Guadalajara
Agustín Yáñez #2537
Zona Minerva
C.P. 44130, Guadalajara, Jalisco
Horario de Atención: 9:00 a.m. a 6:00 p.m., lunes a viernes
Número de Teléfono: (33) 4780-4990
Dirección de Email: VACSupportgdl@CICMEX.com.mx
Processing Fee (in addition to the Canadian visa fee):
$19.76 Canadian dollars per applicant, payable in Mexican
pesos at Scotia Bank, or at the Visa Application Centre with
a Visa or MasterCard.

We now have a Facebook Page,
Red Deer Public Schools—International Student Program
with many photos of our community and schools.
Please check it out and “Like” us.

How to apply for a visa at the Centre:
1. Go to www.cicmex.com.mx and print out the visa application form you need to come to Canada.
2. Go to Scotia Bank and pay the Canadian visa fee. Keep
your receipt. You will need it to submit your application.
3. You may either go to the Centre in person to submit
your application or send it by courier with DHL.
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Activities in the Schools

A Student’s Perspective—Maya

There have already been lots of fun activities at all of the
schools for the students to participate in. Both High Schools
hosted International Potluck Suppers for International Students and their host families. Many people came and enjoyed the food from many different countries. The students
each introduced themselves in English and told everyone
where they were from at each of the suppers.

I am studying at Lindsay Thurber High
School in Red Deer, Canada. The school is
so big and there are many students here.
The teachers are kind and funny. I like this
school because there are many option
classes to take. I have been able to take a
lot of art classes. I enjoy these classes because they are much more interesting than art class in Japan. I plan to graduate from Lindsay Thurber.

HHHS students recently went on a field trip to Banff. The
students had a great time and took many wonderful pictures. Look for a few of these in this newsletter.
Football season is over now but many students took advantage of our warm fall weather to watch their school team
play.

My host parents are very helpful. I like Red Deer because it
is a lively city and the people are very friendly.
Maya Thakuri Khan
Chiba, Japan

Both high schools have a Winter Formal dance coming very
soon so get your best outfits ready. Ask at your school for
details.
There will be many opportunities for students to take part
in ski trips, both with their school and with the International
Program this winter. Pay close attention to dates as the
trips fill up quickly.
Cèsar introducing
himself at
International Potluck
at HHHS

If you have questions or concerns regarding life at school or at home, please feel
free to contact us.
For homestay concerns, please contact:
Ashley Guenther at:
homestay@rdpsd.ab.ca
403-754-5562 ext 2038 or 2036.
You may also contact Mr. Porkka or Mrs.
Loeppky at International Services
rporkka@rdpsd.ab.ca
403-342-3726
lloeppky@rdpsd.ab.ca
403-357-3990
For academic concerns, please see your
international school counselor.
Mrs. Alyson King, Lindsay Thurber
Ms. Lisa Ryckman, Hunting Hills

Cèsar and Vitor on gondola
in Banff
Lara introducing
herself at International
Potluck at HHHS
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Websites for English Language Learners
http://www.manythings.org/ - This website has a range of vocabulary, reading, listening, and grammar activities from which to
choose.
http://visual.merriam-webster.com/ - This online dictionary assists ELLs with a visual representation of unknown terminology.
http://www.esl-lab.com/ - Easy, medium, and difficult levels of listening practice are available, based on different themes. Short
quizzes follow each listening text to check for comprehension.
http://www.5minuteenglish.com/ - A variety of activities including listening, pronunciation, idioms, grammar, vocabulary, and
common errors in English, designed to give short explanations and exercises.

Remind 101—Text Reminders
Ski Trips
The International Services Department is planning a few opportunities for you to ski or snowboard this winter. We have 2 evening trips to
Canyon, our local ski hill and 2 trips to Nakiska
in the mountains. These trips are open to all Red
Deer Public International Students, other Red
Deer Public Students and your host families. The
dates are:
December 7, 5:00 PM—9:00 PM at Canyon

We are implementing a new system for sending out reminders. These reminders will come via text to your cell
phone or via email depending on which method you prefer. Mrs. Loeppky will send out texts periodically letting
you know of important dates or information for students in
our program. Some of these reminders may be about ski
trips, deadlines for revalidation, or notes about upcoming
community events that we think might be of interest to you.
If you want to receive these messages via text, you need to
sign up by texting:
@internatio as the message to 819-801-0339.
If you want to receive these messages via email, send an
email to: internatio@remind101.com (you can leave the
subject line blank.).

January 12, 6:00 AM—7:00 PM to Nakiska
February 8, 5:00 PM—9:00 PM at Canyon
March 9, 6:00 AM—7:00 PM to Nakiska
Forms will be available at the “Come Back Sessions”
and will be emailed out to all students and host families. Please watch for deadline dates as you will not
be able to come if payment and completed forms are
not received on time.

Remember to share your photos on our Red
Deer Public Schools International Student
Alumni group
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Extending Your Stay—Renewing Your Study Permit
If you originally came to study for one
semester and have decided that you
want to extend your stay, there are a
few steps you need to take right away.
The first thing you need to do is to talk
to your parents. Once your parents
are in agreement, the next step is to
talk to Mr. Porkka and let him know of
your intentions.
The International Services office will
issue you a new Letter of Acceptance
for the second semester which is one
of the documents you will need to renew your study permit.
A STUDY PERMIT is a document that
allows you to study in Canada. It is

the document that was stapled to your
passport when you arrived in Canada.
You may contact the International Services office for a copy of the study kit
and to obtain copies of the necessary
documents.
IMPORTANT: You must send your
application for extension while you
are in Canada.
The kit may also be downloaded from
your computer. To do this go to the
following website and follow the links:
www.gic.gc.ca/English/information/
applications/visitor.asp.

Unfortunately, International Services
cannot complete your study permit
application for you. We are very willing to assist you and to check it before
you send it away.

SEND YOUR COMPLETED
APPLICATION TO:
CIC—Study Permit
CPC Vegreville, Unit 101
Vegreville, Alberta
T9C 1X5 CANADA
Phone: 1-888-242-2199

International Student Travel Policy
Travel with a School Group for an official activity (eg.
Physical Education class filed trip, school organized ski
trip) is allowed. Your host parents can sign the permission
form for you.
TRAVEL POLICY FOR RED DEER PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS:
1.

Students may travel out of town with their host families.

2.

Students may travel out of town with another host family in the same program.

Under any other circumstances, ALL of the following conditions must be met:

Computers should be used in the common areas
of the house, not the bedrooms. Try to limit your
computer time so that it doesn’t interfere with
your other experiences.

1.

Students must be under the direct supervision of an
adult 25 years or older.

2.

Student’s natural parents must provide written consent.

3.

Students must provide details of proposed trip with
contact info of supervising adult, etc.

4.

Students must receive consent from Mr. Rob Porkka
before incurring any costs associated with the proposed trip.

This policy applies to all students studying in High School
or Middle School, even those over the age of 18.
This is a School Board Policy.

Rebecca introducing herself at
International
Potluck at HHHS
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Important—INSURANCE INFORMATION
If you require medical treatment,
please follow these instructions.
You MUST always show your insurance card so that you do not have to
pay out of pocket for your treatment.
The INGLE insurance card is grey
and red and was included in your
insurance package.
For those students who are NOT with
INGLE Insurance (students with Interprograms or GPI) will have to pay to
see the doctor and submit a claim form
to YOUR insurance company to get your
money back.

These facilities do not require upfront payment from students who
are insured with INGLE
INSURANCE.
Red Deer Regional Hospital
3942-50A Avenue
Hospital switchboard: (403) 343-4422
NOTE: you may be asked to pay but
tell them that you cannot and to please
send a bill which Ingle Insurance will

pay.
Associate Medical Group
Bower Mall, 4900 Molly Bannister Dr.
Phone: (403) 346-2057

site before purchase
For a complete listing of medical
services in Red Deer, please go to
the following website:

MedicCross + Clinic
69 Dunlop St. #10
Phone: 403-347-6811

http://www.ingleinternational.com/
rdpsd

Horizon Family Medicine
Inside Real Canadian Super Store
5016-51 Ave, Suite A
Phone: 403-342-7259
Medicine Shoppe
3805 Ross Street
Phone: (403) 343-8088

If you have any questions, please
contact our office.
Emergency Assistance Number:
1-877-605-7078
This phone number also appears on
the student insurance card.

MHC SI Pharmacy/Sobeys
2110-50 Ave
Phone: 403-348-0858
**Student must print card from website before purchase
The DRUGStore Pharmacy
Real Canadian Superstore
5016-51 Ave.
Phone: 403-350-3535
**Student must print card from webJinHo and Wellington
riding the gondola in Banff

Hunting Hills class visit to Banff

Access your grades online
-Open up Internet Browser
-In the address bar type https://
portal.rdpsd.ab.ca/my.logon.php3
-Type in your user ID and password
-Click on Elink
-Re-enter your ID and Password
-Click Enter Gradebook
NOTE: Your user ID and Password are the
same as used to access your school email
account.
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Fall/Winter Holidays and Events

Isabel and Willian
with a mini Jack-OLantern.

Canada celebrates a few holidays in the fall that may be
different than the ones you are familiar with at home. You
have already experienced a Canadian Thanksgiving and
we hope you all enjoyed a great meal that day.
Halloween is a fun holiday in Canada on October 31. We
hope some of you were able to dress up for school events
and maybe you were even brave enough to visit one of our
local haunted houses.
Remembrance Day is on November 11 every year. This is
a day that Canadians reflect on the sacrifice of others so
that we in Canada can enjoy a free, peaceful and safe country today. Wearing a small poppy on your coat is one way
of showing respect for the veterans. Remembrance Day
Ceremonies will be held at all of our city’s schools.
Christmas is celebrated on December 25. For many of you,
this may be the first Christmas away from your family. If
you are staying in Canada for Christmas, get involved in
the preparations with your host family. This can involve:
decorating the Christmas tree, baking goodies for Christmas day, shopping for gifts for family and friends, Christmas parties in December with family and friends, etc.
Ask your host family what their family traditions are. Perhaps you can share some of your own family’s traditions as
well.

Jack visiting the Haunted
House

Eline enjoying pumpkin pie and other
Thanksgiving treats
in Mrs. Mackay’s
ESL class.

Holidays can bring on a longing for family and friends.
This is normal. School is closed for 2 weeks over Christmas
and New Years. Try to think of this as an opportunity to try
new things and to spend time with friends and your host
family. Join in and keep busy.

Melissa and fall
leaves

Don’t forget to call your host
parents if you are going
to be late.

Ingrid and Aleksandro celebrating Aleksandro’s birthday in
Mrs. Mackay’s ESL class
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Welcome NEW and RETURNING
International Students
to the First Semester of the
2012-2013 School Year!
Central Middle School:
Maria Jose (Mexico)

The Last Word

Eastview Middle School:
Melissa (Mexico)

Hunting Hills High School:

Lindsay Thurber High School:

Julia (Brazil)

Ana Paula (Brazil)

Willian (Brazil)

Heather (Korea)

Paula (Brazil)

Paola (Brazil)

Lucas (Brazil)

Matheus (Brazil)

Lara (Brazil)

Katsura (Japan)

Bia (Brazil)

Ingrid (Brazil)

Carlos (Brazil)

Guilherme (Brazil)

Christopher (Germany)

Quang (Vietnam)

Joao (Brazil)

Patrick (China)

Isabel (Brazil)

Dayanara (Honduras)

Caio (Brazil)

Fernanda (Brazil)

Ximena (Mexico)

Hugo (Mexico)

Rebecca (China)

Rachel (Australia)

Henrique (Brazil)

Chaynga (Nepal)

JinHo (Korea)

Luis (Mexico)

Aleksandro (Brazil)

Eline (Brazil)

Marisa (Thailand)

Jack (China)

Sayumi (Japan)

Maya (Japan)

César (Venezuela)

Jerry (Austria)

Urgen (Nepal)

Julian Eduardo (Mexico)

Vitor (Brazil)

Ana Victoria (Mexico)

Kai (China)

Wellington (Brazil)

Fabio (Brazil)

Email: internationalservices@rdpsd.ab.ca
Website: rdpsd.ab.ca/internationalservices
Address: 4747-53 Street, Red Deer, Alberta Canada T4N 2E6
Skype: Red.Deer.Public.International
Facebook Page: Red Deer Public Schools International Student Program
Facebook Group: Red Deer Public Schools International Student Alumni
Twitter: Red Deer High School

Scan me:

